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The Regional Difference Measurement and Convergence

Research on Chinese Residents’ Online Consumption
Wei Xiaomin'  Wang Linshan?
(1. School of Business Administration, Anhui University of Finance and Economics;

2. School of Economics, Central University of Finance and Economics)

Research Objectives: This paper measures the regional difference of urban residents’ online con-
sumption in China, and reveals the convergence characteristics of their online consumption. Research
Methods: This paper uses the Dagum Gini coefficient 10 measure the regional difference, and uses
spatial econometrics to analyse the convergence of online consumption. Research Findings: The o-
verall difference in residents’ online consumption is declining firstly, and then increasing. Such
difference in the eastern region is much higher than that in the central and western regions. Regional
difference is the main source of residents’ online consumption difference. There is a sigma conver-
gence trend of the online consumption in the eastern region, but not in the central and western re-
gions. The online consumption has the characteristics of absolute beta convergence and conditional
beta convergence in all the three regions. Research Innovations: This paper uses Gini coefficient to
measure the regional differences of online consumption and reveals the convergence characteristics.
Research Value: It is of great significance to reduce the regional differences of online consumption
and promote the coordinated development of Chinese residents’ online consumption.

Key Words: Residents” Online Consumption; Gini Coefficient; Regional Difference; Conver-
gence
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